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A SIMPLE , INEXPENSIVE, AND LARGELY SELF- INSTRUCTIONAL 
LANGUAGE PROGRAM' WAS ESTABLISHED AND EVALUATED FOR FIVE 
ACADEMIC QUARTERS AT KALAMAZOO COLLEGE IN MICHIGAN. THE 
PROGRAM WAS CALLED THE " NEGLECTED LANGUAGE PROGRAM " (NLP) AND 
OFFERED INSTRUCTION IN MANDARIN CHINESE, JAPANESE, 

HINDI-URDU, PERSIAN, SWAHILI, AND BRAZILIAN PORTUGUESE . ITS 
PURPOSE WAS TO LAY A FOUNDATION OF ORAL COMPETENCE IN THE 
LANGUAGES ROUGHLY EQUIVALENT TO THE BEGINNING THREE TERMS OF 
FORMAL INSTRUCTION ELSEWHERE. STUDENTS WHO ACQUIRED THIS 
BASIC COMPETENCE WOULD THEN BE ENCOURAGED TO CONTINUE THEIR 
LANGUAGE STUDY AT AN INSTITUTION WHERE FORMAL INSTRUCTION 
COULD BE OFFERED . DURING 5 QUARTERS, 23 CAREFULLY SCREENED 
STUDENTS PARTICIPATED IN THE PROGRAM BY TAKING, FOR REGULAR 
ACADEMIC CREDIT, FROM 2 TO 4 QUARTERS OF ONE OF THE LANGUAGES 
OFFERED. WORKING AT THEIR OWN SPEED WITH COMMERCIALLY 
AVAILABLE MATERIALS AND WITH FOREIGN STUDENTS (ACTING AS 
PRONUNCIATION DRILL MASTERS, NOT AS INSTRUCTORS) , THESE 
STUDENTS CONSISTENTLY DEMONSTRATED THEIR ABILITY TO KEEP UP 
WITH FIRST- AND SECOND- YEAR SPOKEN LANGUAGE CLASSES TAUGHT BY 
LIVE INSTRUCTORS ELSEWHERE. SELF- INSTRUCTION IN THE WRITING 
SYSTEMS OF THE LANGUAGES ALSO YIELDED SATISFACTORY RESULTS, 

BUT PRIMARY EMPHASIS CONTINUED TO BE PLACED ON LISTENING 
COMPREHENSION AND SPEAKING. REFER TO ED 010 402 FOR A MANUAL 
PREPARED FOR DIRECTORS OF SELF-INSTRUCTIONAL LANGUAGE 
PROGRAMS. (JH) 
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I. PROBLEM 



Most snail undergraduate colleges of today are keenly aware 
of the need to broaden their curriculum to include sone of the 
languages of Africa and Asia* However, the acute shortage 
of qualified instructors, coupled with the uncertainty of under - 
Qisduate interest in any one non* Western language on a given can* 
pus in a given year, nakes formal programs difficult to begin* 
Moreover, unless sufficient enrollments or heavy subsidies can be 
guaranteed, the cost of formal instruction is often prohibitive* 



II. OBJECTIVES OP THE PROGRAM 



From 1963 to 1965 the author of this report has developed for 
Kalamazoo College, under contract with the U.S. Office of Education, 
a basic program in non-Westem languages potentially so inexpen* 
save and so simple to initiate that it could be duplicated on any 
campus in the United States. The program, largely self*instruc* 
tional, has a limited but realistic objective, that of laying a 
foundation of oral comp etence in a «neolected» language rouo hlu 
equivalent to the first three terms of formal instruction else* 
where. Students who acquire this basic competence are then ex* 
pected to continue their study of the language either in graduate 
school or at one of the numerous language institutes and area 
centers throughout the country. 1 Since Title VI fellowships are 
increasingly available for such study, the motivation to continue 
is strong c The languages offered under Kalamazoo ^s Neglected 
Language Program (henceforth to be referred to as the NLP) were 
Mandarin Chinese, Japanese, Hindi-Urdu, Persian, 9wahili, and 
Brazilian Portuguese. 



”******* Description of the NLP. The essential ingredients of the 
program in each language were as follows: 

aptitude ° 0 * °* "° re his,hly * otiv ated students of proven linguistic 
f ( 
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•a student should be encouraged to start critical language 
study, even if it were available on only a one- or two-year 
oasis, as long as he could continue his language work in summer 
P r °9**®s or in graduate school.** Quoted from p. 19 
« Instruction in Critical Languages and Area 

Studies: Recommendations and Report of a Conference held at 
Princeton University October 12-13, 1964, " 
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b) commercially available, audiolingually-oriented course 
naterials such as those prepared by the Foreign Service Institute 
or the Yale Institute of Far Eastern Languages, together with 
conplete sets of accompanying tapes, 

c) a portable tape-recorder for loan to each participating 
student (unless the student happened to have his own), 

d) one or more native-speaking exchange students to serve as 
pronunciation drill masters (NOT as instructors), 

e) regular academic credit, 

f ) a specialist from a leading university invited quarterly 
to evaluate progress and furnish the grade for the quarter’s work, 

9) * faculty member, familiar with audiolingual techniques, 

in this case the director, to serve as part-time coordinator for 
the entire program. 

It will be noted that the program required NO classroom in- 
struction, NO minimum enrollment and NO formal instruction in 
linguistics. Since each student was on his own, his rate of pro- 
gress was limited only by his own ability and initiative. 



Ill . PROCEDURE 



History of the NLP. Earlier successful experimentation with self- 
instruction in Spanish, in which qualified undergraduates mastered 
the NLP’s Modern Spanish entirely under lab conditions, i.e. with- 
out formal instruction of any kind, encouraged this writer to 
undertake similar experimentation with non-lfestezn languages tra- 
ditionally considered difficult, including a tone language such as 
Mandarin. 

Following negotiations of an NDEA contract with the Language 
Development Section of USOB, part of the period October -December 
1963 was devoted to locating and examining suitable equipment and 
materials, publicizing the impending experiment among Kalamazoo 
College's 900 students, and interviewing several student candidates. 

Texts and tapes were then ordered for the following courses: 

1) Eleanor Jordan, B eginning Japanese. Yale University 
Press, 1962. 

2) John J. Gumperz and June Rumery, C onversational Hin di - Urdu . 
University of California Bookstore! Berkeley, California. 

3) Tewksbury, Speak Chinese. Institute of Far Eastern 
Studies, Yale University, 1955. 
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4) E. W. Stevie, J. G. Mlela and F. N. Njenga, Swahili 
Basic Gourse. Foreign Service Institute, Washington, 

D. C., 1963. 

During the same period, five Wbllensak T-1500 portable tape 
recorders were ordered, as well as one Electronic Futures Inc. . 
(EFI) Audio Notebook to be used experimentally for Japanese. 

<ki December 5, 1963, eighteen candidates attended a briefing 
session with the director, at which the organization and objec- 
tives of the NLP were explained in some detail. Since Kalamazoo , s 
four -quarter plan requires all juniors and half the seniors to be 
off-campus in the fall quarter, all but three of the candidates 
present were freshmen. It soon became apparent that the challenge 
of an unusual and difficult assignment had attracted a rather high 
caliber of student. Most had a record of high scholastic achieve- 
ment in high school and all seemed aware of the serious responsi- 
bility that participation in the experiment would entail. 

When NLP procedures had been outlined, and any who might have 
underestimated its difficulty been invited to withdraw (none did) , 
the candidates were asked to indicate the language they wanted to 
study and to give reasons for their choice. 

During the course of the next two days the director inter- 
viewed each of the candidates personally and made the following 
selection : 

1) Japanese - Mr. Charles M. Conlon, Pleasant Ridge, Mich., 

freshman. 

Miss Beverly Hoffman, Holland, Mich. , fresh- 
man. 

2) Hindi-Urdu - Mr. Enrique Vargas, Bogota, Colombia, junior. 

Miss Candy J. Miles, Tracy ton, Washington, 
freshman. 

3) Chinese - Miss Judith A. Bush, Royal Oak, Mich., freshman. 

Miss Judith KCenci, Mountainside, N.J. , fresh- 
man. 

None of the six had had any previous experience with a neg- 
lected language, with courses in linguistics, or with other in- 
dependent study programs. All had had some formal training, how- 
ever, in at least one of the more commonly taught fozeign lan- 
guages: French, Spanish, German or (in the case of Mr. Vhrgas) 

English • 

Winter Quarter 1963-64 . The winter quarter began on January 6, 

1964, with the issuing of the BFI Audio Notebook and the five 
Wollensaks , together viith their accessories, to the six students 




